


” B ULLE TIN from | 









Virginia Eiirkus’ Bookshop Service va 38 Bark Street 
























ey GEA inn 
€ 
| Vol. XXI April 1, 1953 No. 7 
a a ee ee ie ae 
HUST BOOKS 

| May 7 
| Lehmann, Rosamond Harcourt, Brace 

THE ECHOING GROVE $3.95 


* A skillful and haunting book by a writer who apparently lives with her char- 
acters intimately before attempting to recreate them in her books. Here- as in The 
Weather in the Streets and The Ballad and the Source (dating back a good many years 
but still remembered)- she has told her story by indirection, in an oblique fashion 
that demands - and rewards- close reader attention. By flashback, by confession, by 
stream of consciousness recreation, a story of a strange triangle, a story of the frus- 
trations of an inhibited marriage, a denied love, an effort to conform, is told on 
changing levels of time. The story begins and ends in the present, when sisters, Made- 
leine and Dineah, meet after years of estrangement, both of them widowed during the 
. war, both of them linked- and separated- by the love of one man, Madeleine's husband, 
Rickey. Rickey is perhaps the chief protagonist: a man who had a strong sense of re- 
e sponsibility in marriage, who scarcely guessed its inadequacies until confronted with 

the obsessive love for Dinah, his sister-in-law. I don't remember ever reading a book 

in which the conflicts between passion and loyalty and friendship were more convincing- 

ly, more sensitively portrayed. Actually, there is no character in the central story 

who is not completely realized, and even some of the periphery personalities come alive, 
victims themselves of the frustrations of the principals. A psychological novel, ina 

day when realism is sharply to the fore, may find some barriers to immediate sales. 

But the handling of a subject, that while distasteful in some of its assumptions to 

some readers, is recognizable to many others, deserves full measure of appreciation for 
its perceptive awareness of the too often confused, over-emotionalized approach. Don't 
miss - but watch your reader reaction. Some libraries may need a word of warning. 


(LC 53-5646) 
dune Oo Qu > Yf 


Williams, Ben Ames Houghton, Mifflin 
THE UNCONQUERED $5 .00 


The Currain family saga continues - the war behind it and the ramifications of 
family history recounted in House Divided assumed as props for a novel concentrated on 
Travis Currain and his daughter Lucy. The story however stands on its own as an inti- 
mate portrait of a family living through the internecine war of the Reconstruction 
Period in New Orleuns. Trav's scapegrace brother Tony sells out his beloved Virginia 
plantation, headed for recovery, right from under him, and Trav goes to New Orleans on 

a@ new venture connected with cottonseed oil. Three branches of the family gravitate 
there- Tony and his octoroon mistress, Sapphira, hold salon for the Republican Liberals; 
Trav, his light-weight, selfish wife, Enid, his adored daughter Lucy, and Peter, who in 
his teens has the makings of a hothead, form the focus of the story; and Dolly, mistress 
of the gambler Pew, flaunts her cousinship and lures young Peter into her toils. These 
stories are played out against the violence and hate and bloodshed of New Orleans, re- 
sentful of Yankees, carpetbaggers, opportunists, the threat of Negro vote and domination, 
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and the beginnings of the farflung activities of the Knights of Camellias, the League, 
the Ku Klux Klan. Politics and its sordid concomittants, injects itself into the round 

of daily life, into the romance of Lucy and the idealistic young Yankee officer, into 

every phase of human relationship. Many of the incidents, the sources, the personalities - 
are drawn from history, with too little incisiveness of deletion or excision. But the 

note of authenticity is there. A story overlong for my taste, but the American public 

loves a substantial novel for a good long read. A posthumous novel. (LC 52-14115) 





Spring Fever??? 


Almost nothing to pull out of the average. There's a new Conrad Richter, scarcely more 


; 1 - but short 
than a novella, THE LIGHT IN THE FOREST (Knopf); there are two name books 
stories, not novels, and questionable market accordingly, H. L. Davis with TEAM BELLS WOKE 
ME (Morrow) and James Ullman with ISLAND OF THE BLUE MACAW (Lippincott). One dark horse 
for serious consideration, THE FLORENTINE by Carl J. Spinatelii. (Prentice Hall). 


PROBLEMATICAL BOOKS 
April 15 


Narayan, R. K. Michigan State College Press 
THE FINANCIAL EXPERT $3.00 


The first novel of Narayan to be published in this country, and impressively 
introduced by Graham Greene, this tells of a small town in Southern India and follows the 
fortunes of a self-styled businessman from earth to sky to earth once again. Margayya 
holds his consultations under the banyan tree, woos Lakshmi, Goddess of wealth, and en- 
counters the mysterious Dr. Pal who proves to be the instrument of his rise and fall. As 
the publisher of Dr. Pal's book, originally titled Bed Life but discreetly sold as Domes- = 
tic Harmony, Margayya becomes the wealthiest man of the time, and thus the greatest in his 
own eyes, sufficiently recognized to win a fine wife for his sullen son Balu. But through 
e falling out with Dr. Pal, with whom his son cavorts nightly, his wealth scatters and he 
is left with nothing but his family and the little tin box which contains his working 
materials as a financial expert under the banyan tree.... There's sharpness here, and 
humor;- a humor which is part pathos and which is applied against the projection of a 
dreamer's attempt to place himself in a society. But the understatement here, the subtlety 
which derives from the unknown culture of the East will limit its appeal for an American 
audience. 


April 20 


Divine, David 7 Macmillan 
ATOM AT SPITHEAD $2.75 


A novel derives its tension from the holocaust of the atom bomb- but otherwise 
uses few fictional props (the characters are undeveloped; the dialogue is basic) to pro- 
ject the horror of what can happen here. A full scale Naval review in England, attended 
by the Royal family, the government and a million and a half civilians, gives the Russians 
a free invitation for a knockout blow. It is only John Barrett, a young Naval Commander, 
who fears the worst- but his attempts to alarm and alert his superiors fail- and he is 
disbelieved and discredited. But, as the armada is lined up, it is Barrett who spots a 
doubtful Caronian ship, and closer investigation reveals that she has been abandoned and 
is manned by dummies, -and the bomb. With only thirty minutes to take her five miles out- 
Barrett's destroyer accomplishes the fateful mission- averts the intended, impending catas- *» 


trophe..... Idea, or special situation, into story- this has some moments of grim excite- 
ment and warns rather than entertains. 
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Arkell, Reginald Harcourt, Brace 
CHARLEY MOON $2.50 








































The previous Old Herbaceous (1951) and the book of gardening poems Green Fin- 
gers (1952) found an audience ready for a gentleness, sentiment and feel of growing 
things. This keeps its roots - in Little Summerford - but picks up Charley Moon and, 
through the touch of Monty Brass who recognizes him as a natural comedian in provincial 
pantomine, sets him down in the West End in a production tailored to fit. An unknown 
who hits the tops, Charley is an "amateur who don't know quite what he's got"- who 
doesn't know why he is funny, who has no technique, who doesn't belong in theatre, who 
is "penny plain and we're tuppence colored” and who can earn a lot of money but never be 
an actor. Leading-lady troubles, doubtful of his success but floating along: on adula- 
tion, Charley flubs a second show, washes out in a third. The life of a tramp, a new 
win with a small carnival and the chance to make good with his childhood sweetheart in 


his old home, eventually take him back to his rightful place... Explicit rather than 
implicit, this takes an innocent course among the footlights. (LC 53-5652) 
May 5 
Tennant, Kylie St. Martin's Press 
THE JOYFUL CONDEMNED $2 .75/$3.00 


A Sydney (Australia) street scene takes its raffish vitality from the wayward 
lives it describes; and scores, with good humor, institutional- and individual- attempts 
to salvage them. A decentralized narrative follows the course of misconduct of Rene, a 
whore; Marie her light-fingered friend, who has refused to give up for adoption her il- 
legitimate baby- Glory; and a casual company of friends and lovers who share the soli- 
darity of poverty and defiance. Watching and warding over them is Miss Montrose, from 
the Department of Moral Rehabilitation, whom Rene cannot escape for very long; wealthy 
Nonnie Aumbry, whose vague benevolence has few practical results and who opens her home 
to Marie and her child; Terry, Rene's mother, about to be released from the jail where 
she has served a long-term sentence for murder- until madness returns her to life behind 
walls; David Aumbry, who has his own problem of right and wrong in his conflict with a 
pacifist's conscience; Henrietta Aumbry who attempts to regenerate delinquent girls; etc. 
All in all, a facsimile, rather than a judgment- or for that matter a novel, of some 
youthful incorrigibles who find their own answers- rather than society's- to indiscre- 
tion and transgression pursued with obstinate and high-hearted enjoyment. Limited. 


May 12 


Payne, Robert Prentice-Hall 
THE CHIEFTAIN $3.50 


An English author who writes - and well - in a variety of fields transfers to 
the American scene for the story of Chief Joseph and the revolt of the Nez Perce. Starting 
in 1873 this details the long history of incidents, parleys and confusion that led to 
the outbreak in 1877 of a 1600 mile fight in which Joseph evaded capture and led his 
tribe almost to Canada and safety. It is the story of trader Lem Otis, his fanatically 
religious brother, his first wife Molly, his common law wife Shades of Night who is the 
cause of his murdering Yellow Bear and of the trial which acquits him, and of the relent- 
less hatred that drove him to pursue the Indians demoniacally. There is Lt. Stevens us- 
ing his intelligence as well as his heart to understand Joseph and his people but who is 
unable to swerve General Howard, and his successors, from the rigid duty; and there is 
Joseph, dignified, brave and good, whose patient efforts to prevent the move from their 
beloved Wallowa Valley result in the heartbreaking trail to Lapwai. With the outbreak of: 
‘chree rebel braves and their killing of white settlers, the fight commences and Joseph's 
elusive progress keeps the Army always in pursuit. His final trapping and sorry surren- 
der end of a story of a paradise lost and a pathetic extinction. There is the same feel- 
ing of a well-filled, glowing tapestry here as there was in The Young Emperor (1950) to 


which is now added a deep compassion. (LC 53-6363) 
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May 14 
Bassett, Sara Ware Doubleday i 
THE WHISPERING PINE $2.75 


What happens, and quite a bit does, when Carla, well watched over by three 
maiden aunts and an understanding uncle, buys 4 house of her own- in a mad moment- in the 
country near Boston. The natives are friendly; kind Miss Worthington gives her shelter 
over a weekend and proves to be a long lost love of her Uncle Oliver's; the young man next 
door provides a protective, romantic interest; and the house which she converts into a 
rose-covered cottage is a liberating influence for them all and leads to the four weddings 


which take place..... Lots of fresh air around these parts, but it's not always bracing. 
(LC 53-5595) 
Gerson, Noel B. Doubleday 
THE GOLDEN EAGLE $3.50 


An active piece of fictionalizing turns to a lesser worked field - that of the 
Mexican War- and drapes its history on the energetic exploits of Jonathan Wyatt, a Texan 
with an itching foot and a love of adventure. His rescue of Ozzie Caesar, small time ras- 
cal, leads him to a silver lode in Mexico, and the domineering Senora Mariana Maria de 
Rivera whose desire for 250 Springfield rifles sends him home. With the war breaking, and 
the rifles unobtainable, Wyatt joins the Rangers, scouts, guides and interprets for Captain 
Robert E. Lee and then a misunderstanding gets him in trouble. He takes the chance to re- 
deem himself by acting as a secret agent, with no protection from his government, in mapp- 
ing Vera Cruz against the coming invasion. Close shaves there, the successful delivery of 
papers to Gen. Winfield Scott (Old Fuss and Feathers), the taking of Vera Cruz and the hard 
fought road up to Mexico City are the core of the book. Then comes his capture, his escape @® 
helped by Senora de Rivera, (only for the purpose of kidnapping him), another escape and 
the climax of the capture of Chapultepec, which leads him again to his lady. Chronological 
capsule which rests easily in the lap of history whose authentic characters are given 
bright profile treatments in no way deflecting from Our Hero's destiny. (Small voice de- 
partment - there 7S a Mexican side to the argument?) (LC 53-5601) 


May 15 


Covert, Alice Lent Avalon 
SHADOW OF TRUTH $2.50 


A hybrid has some western genes and tells the story of the Cantrells, a powerful 
family, when the reservoir they plan threatens to wash out the poor farmers in the valley. 
But Johnny and Doremus Cantrell come home to side with the farmers against their older 
brother Wayne; news hen Liz Brokaw carries her fight into the local paper and is shot; 
and her editor dies to cover for a previous cowardice and betrayal before Wayne ends up be- 
hind bars- and Johnny and Doremus finds their women more willing.... Performs and conforms 
right along the line. 


Hamill, Ethel , Avalon 
BLUEGRASS DOCTOR $2.50 


Romance rears its head when pretty Danielle Belden, ‘rho has taken over her 
father's vet practice in Boone Bend, goes to the Gaynor stable to help a horse and dis- 
covers her old hero, son of the manor, has returned from Korea and New York hotspots. The 
white light of love flashes immediately, but there are contrived complications. For one, 

Clive doesn't seem to want to marry her, while Matt Amory, respected and ambitious young > 
lawyer who once dated her older sister, does. Sister Celeste pulls some fancy work that 

turns Danielle into spitfire spins. Before she can put her determination to escape the 

pangs of Clive's loss into action by marrying the security-giving Matt, Clive turns up 

with the true story of his leaving her - a war wound received during an act of heroism. 
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Law and vet cases get an airing to weight the story, but shallow characterizations in 
which there is no place for real emotion or rounded thought outbalance them to produce 
an immature result. For those who find such stories easy to swallow. 
































May 15 


Richter, Conrad Knopf 
THE LIGHT IN THE FOREST $2.50 


* A fragment- but an impressive one~- which leaves the reader disturbed and 
wondering about what happened next....The boy was fifteen, and had spent eleven years 
as an adopted son of a Lenni Lenape chief and felt wholly Indian. Then came word that 
all white "prisoners" be brought to a central place near Fort Pitt where they would be 
claimed. True Son (Johnny's Indian Name) fought the edict, was bitterly resistant at 
each step of the way, found no flicker of recognition of his white heritage, and sick- 
ened in his parents' home as the months passed. Only through his small brother did he 
feel a human link. Then came the chance of escape when his favorate Indian comrade 
came to the white settlement seeking him, only to be shouted off and his companion 
killed from ambush. Together the two boys sought to revenge the death and scalping- 
but escape was more urgent; the task was left unfinished. Day by day, as they followed 
threads of Indian trails westward, True Son grew stronger, his Indian years reestab- 
lished themselves in his every response, and the welcome he received in the Indian set- 
tlement compensated for his absence. Then came the acid test:- the family of the slain 
man decided on attack and revenge. True Son chose to go with them, but faltered, when 
he was supposed to use his white skin as decoy to a boatload of whites en route. Con- 
demned to the faggots, he won life on his Indian father's plea, but life as a white, 
rejected by his chosen people. The story ends as he turns again towards the white set- 
tlement which held only sorrow and pain. A quite extraordinarily perceptive study of 
the two ways in conflict, of the thinking and emotions that were back of the impossi- 
bility of arriving at a compromise. Richter has a rare gift for projecting himself 
wholly into the region, the period, the mood. (IC 52-12207) (S.E.P. serialization. ) 


May 18 


Wilson, Edmund Ballantine-$.35 
I THOUGHT OF DAISY Farrar, Straus-$1.50 


Without the text of the new foreword, promised in advance publicity, it is a 
little hard to see why Edmund Wilson felt this singularly dated novel should be repub- 
lished. Here is the Greenwich Village of Wilson's salad days (and could it be his 
"Rita" was a certain widely publicized poet of those years?) complete with parties and 
pretensions of Bohemia. Today it reads like broad satire, a devastating portrait 
obliquely angled so that the central character takes on an element of aloof judgment. 
But so much serious- at the time- writing was done in similar vein that it is hard to 
view it as it was viewed when it was published in 1929. Again available, in two edi- 
tions, hard bound and paperbound. (LC 53-6726) 


Baldwin, James Knopf 
GO TELL IT ON THE MOUNTAIN $3.50 


A Negro prose spiritual takes its theme from the tumult of sin and salvation 
and follows the hard way of the cross from a plantation in the south to a church in a 
storefront on Lenox Avenue. For the Reverend Gabriel, there was the dream in which he 
had been called by the Lord to climb a mountain, but the reality of the barren marriage 
to Deborah, the temptation of Esther who had borne the child he had denied, and many 
years later the marriage up north to Elizabeth. The perpetuation of his guilt is in 
the son who had taken to the wickedness of the streets. For Elizabeth too, the way up 
the mountain had been steep, when the man she loved had killed himself and left her 
alone with their child- John- until Gabriel offers her the security of a home. And for 
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John, the boy, who lives with the sin of his resentment of the man he calls father but 

knows that he will make the foreordained way to the altar, there is the night of terror 

and possession in the church before he joins the bright company of those who are saved... » 
A powerful instrumentation of passion and protest, where flaring hatred and fear, lust 

and guilt are purged in the fever of faith- this is a first novel of considerable dis- 


tinction as well as feeling. (IC 52-12199) 


May 19 
Farrar, Straus & Young 


Moravia, Alberto 
THE TIME OF INDIFFERENCE $3.50 


Moravia's first novel, originally published in 1933, reappears in a new trans- 
lation, takes its impetus from an insatiate sensuality which alone can quicken "the time 
of indifference" in which Mariagrazia, who has lost her bloom, Michele- her son, and 
Carla- her daughter- find themselves. For the world of idleness and indulgence leads 
only to a stale discontent; Mariagrazia has lost her hold on her lover- Leo- who plans to 
take over the villa in which they live; Michele, purposeless and ill-assured, finds the 
realities of a dim future encroaching on his youthful ideals; Carla, nubile but bored, is 
looking for a “new life" and while disliking Leo, submits to his seduction. And while 
Michele plans to sell Carla to Leo- to ease their financial difficulties, he learns 
through another woman that the commodity- her innocence- is already lost; he is unequal 
to the revenge he plans; and Carla settles her future and his by accepting Leo's offer of 
marriage, knowing that she has little to offer anyone else.... A fever chart, not of 
volupte, but of raw appetite, and the disorderly pursuit of a love which is never more 
than lust, this- on the basis of what made The Woman of Rome do well- may find a public. 
Others may prefer to tighten their chastity belts. (LC 53-7092) 


May 20 27} 


Davis, H. L. Morrow * 
TEAM BELLS WOKE ME And Other Stories $3.50 


A mixture of narrative and autobiographical-feeling stories, this is a collec- 
tion of 1l examples of Eastern Oregon characters, incidents and living around the turn of 
the century. There are turns of Mark Twain straight-faced humor, of ranching, herding 
and homesteading details, of drama, fact and fancy that embroider the saga of the sage- 
brush. And there are two concerned with Mexican characteristics in The Vanishing Wolf 
and The World of Little Doves which have the American stranger coming off second to the 
intelligent understanding of the Mexican and the Indian. The title story deals with an 
ll year old's recollection of the freighters and their bell-festooned teams, of Indian 
graves and horsebreaking, and of the towns to which the railroads came. The tales center 
around the boys who learn to act like men, men who stick with the land, and the land, 
offered by the government and claimed by unworthy homesteaders, which conquers them. 
There's one about a crew of 50 colored men in the "extra gang"; another of a railroad car 
which, in running away, proves the worth of three oldsters and their four cocky helpers; 
you can read about the man who didn't want his children but who shaped his life around 
them and who did the small, hard things for them, or about the fat, young girl who marr- 
ied an old, old man and found his dying memories worthwhile compensation. A reminiscing, 
downright and plainspoken tally emphasizes essential values which give unity to the in- 
clusions dating from 1929 to 1941. An assured audience among the followers of his pre- 


vious books. (LC 53-5338) ne 
May 2T 
Fontaine, Robert McGraw-Hill 
MY UNCLE LOUIS $3.50 75 


The Happy Time (1945) which has progressed gaily from book to stage to screen 
resets its characters, the La France family, in relation to Uncle Louis' short (which 
turned into long) stay in Ottawa. Un bec sale, Louis with his anti-work philosophy 
separates from his Felice, comes to live with Papa and Mama and to confound, confuse and 
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invigorate Bibi in his 13 year old innocence. For Uncle Louis’ women, his dedication 
to the primrose path, his denunciation of the school fire escape, his routing of the 
Terrible Twelve, his insistence that Bibi win a piano (which did lead to music lessons) 
kept Bibi in lukewarm to boiling water and led him, too, into mildly irresponsible and 
radical adventures. His escapades, from renting an Indian to dreams of a political job 
because of his genius for nonsensical oratory, are a cross for respectable Maman and 
every effort is made for a reconciliation with his wife. It is not until she turns out 
to be a successful business woman in Hull and Papa decides to try his luck in the U. S. 
that Uncle Louis moves to his proper place. 1923 decor for bilingual episodes that 
still add up to “the happy time". The market as before. (LC 53-5186) 


May 22 


Spinatelli, Carl J. Prentice-Hall 
THE FLORENTINE $3.95 


In the Costain and Shellabarger tradition, a tremendous tome recounting the 
wellnigh incredible adventures of the gifted Benvenuto Cellini,artist, sculptor, worker 
in metals, soldier of fortune, politician-of the 16th century. A firebrand, quick to 
anger,he was continuously involved in brawls. From Florence, his birthplace, he was 
exiled, and made his way to Rome- and quick ascent to a position of distinction in the 
artistic world, and of service to Pope Clement VII. But with the fall of the Medicis, 
he was again in disrepute; eventually serving an unfair sentence in San’ Angello, from 
which his miraculous escape freed him for service under Francis I in Paris. There this 
story ends, and no bare bones outline gives an impression of the richness of the canvas. 
Read it for a portrait of stormy times, of the rise and fall of favorites, of struggle 
for power, of venality in high places, for strange codes of honor and behavior, for the 
characterization (in somewhat stock terms) of Cellini. The autobiography which has 
been perhaps his most lasting monument (the vast bulk of his artistic achievements have 
been lost) is probably the basis of this picaresque tale of adventure. Like Costain, 
Spinatelli depends more on the pace of narrative and the minutiae of background than he 
does on penetration of character. Read with this limitation accepted, the story fills 
in a period and a segment of history in colorful detail. (IC: 53-5735) (Publisher pro- 
motion as their big dark horse.) 

Idell, Albert mn: 6 Doubleday 

THE CORNER STORE $3.50 


The commonplaces of the Jones family during the depression years is a commen-~ 
tary on and a compliment to the little independent operator who withstands hoodlums, 
tries to adapt to changing conditions and constitutes the nerve center of a conglomer- 
ate community. Chester Jones' drugstore is eyed - and threatened by slot machine 
racketeers, but his son Dick organizes the little shopkeepers and enlists the reform 
Mayor's aid. Chester is one of a two man team to bring in a public enemy while per- 
sonal problems - of Kay's romance, Helen's adolescent romancing, George's ambition for 
a modern store and Dick's brainy aversion to work - present a never ending obstacle 
race. There is a new baby to add its problems as George's new store fails but Dick's 
adaptation of laundry machines to apartment house living solves the financial doldrums 
for everyone. The home-spot, home touch of the earlier novels Centennial Summer, etc.) 
is heavily underscored here for a family-community album. (LC 53-5755) 


May 29 
Long, Margaret : Random House 
AFFAIR OF THE HEART $3.00 s D 
«see. and of the conscience, as Civil Rights take on the uncomfortable reality 


of a swimming pool for Negroes in a small town in Georgia and "Yankee notions" scratch 
the magnolia and mahogany veneer of the well connected, and protected, first families. 
It is Carter, who has come home again to a newspaper job after losing her child- and 

her husband to another woman- who spearheads the fight for the rights the Negro is en- 
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titled to, first on the local paper, then in an attempt to start another, and the dead- 
spot of a benevolent paternalism becomes an angry sorespot of racism as the Klan is 
called out. There's John, the husband of her closest friend, who joins her, and the 
courage of his liberal convictions engenders a momentary romantic glamour; there's Eve, . 
who had been suppressed by her husband, Ben, and had then submerged herself in liquor- 
but who learns a way back when she finds the mean between a "white folks nigger” and a 
"biggity nigger"; there's Terry, overgraced with charm, who sells himself short to 
money and breeding; and there's Lorin- who comes back to Carter- and to lend his talent 
to the paper she is launching.... All this- and more- makes up a narrative which takes 
its vitality from the issues involved- as well as the intimate lives of those engaged in 
personal as well as civic conflict. And while not high level stuff, it's recognizable 


and readable. Not so lurid as /iouisville Saturday 


June l 


Dutton 
MONSIEUR PAUL $3.00 


The author of 4 Young Man of Paris returns to Parisian streets and the recol- 
lections of a liftime, in this instance not his own but those of a Frenchman in his for- 
ties with a complex past. For the benefit of his illegitimate infant son whose life so 
far has been a repeat of his father's, he writes a confession before escaping the web of 
circumstances he has woven about himself, which include the keeping of two households, 
one with a wife and one with a mistress. There have been other women, there have been 
wars, there has been an embezzlement with a retreat to South America. The tenor of the 
life is dubious and discouraging; it is this that gives the novel its mood of malaise as 
the individual trudges through a dreary, marginal existence. (Translated from the French 


by Douglas McKee. (LC 52-12963) 
June 8 » 


Knopf 
TAW JAMESON . $3.75 


The story of Chloe Heyward, as told by Taw Jameson who served her- and loved 
her- from childhood on, provides a sentimental workout for the women and an unhurried 
narrative toned by wealth and social ambition. While for Chiloe, ever since she could 
remember, there was only Peter Mebane- the doctor's son in the small town controlled by 
her father's textile mills and money, for Kitty Heyward- her mother- there were the so- 
cial vanities to which she sacrificed her husband- and her daughter. And from her domi- 
neering middle age to her dependent old age, Kitt: “ running interference between Peter 
and Chloe serves to keep them apart, almost manages the marriage to a titled European 
from which Taw saves hermin an act which brings him to trial and judgment....Feminine 
fiction, in which popular values and expensive accessories combine for acceptable enter- 
tainment- to which the L.H.J. serialization bears witness. (LC 52-12206) 


: Houghton, Mifflin 


Walker, David E 
DIGBY $2.75 


Calet, Henri 


Martenet, May Davies 


There's more than a touch of Finian’s Rainbow in the blend this time, as the 
fey atmosphere of the Scottish Highlands puts usually staid Digby Ross off his stride. 
No leprechauns nor wee men visible, but when a world-weary (and wife-weary) American 
tycoon loses his wits over a beautiful woman chieftain of a clan on the very night of 
his arrival, and turns to liquor, love and song, there's some fey influence at work. 
American journalists pull a fast trick, and the wife back home makes a hasty trip to ay 
Scotland to rescue him from his new love's clutches, only to find herself bewitched. 
But it all comes out in the best of all possible ways, with Digby playing Cupid to two 
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other pairs of lovers, with a blood feud between clans buried, and with a measure of 
unity ahead for himself and his repentant wife. There's a final kickback, however, when 
Digby finds he has not left all the complications behind in Scotland.... Walker spins 
@ persuasive tale, but its reality doesn't hold beyond the telling. Not up to Geordie 
for tenderness and charm, nor to The Pillar for sheer narrative power. But once again 
Walker proves himself a man one cannot pigeonhole. (LC 53-5111) 


“\ 


Jung~10 5} 2) 
Goodwin, John Harper 
THE IDOLS AND THE PREY $3.50vV 


This is a horrible book, portraying a Haiti that could appeal only to some- 
one set on self-destruction. The very note of authenticity makes it all the more shock- 
ing in the depiction of a way of life dominated by false values, obsession with the 
color line, the mulattos imitating the whites, the blacks imitating the mlattos, the 
people holding political power using it for venality and aggrandizement, and the myster- 
ious power of superstition, of paganism coexisting with Catholicism, of voodoo domina- 
ting them all. Against this background is told the story of three whites, the Cannerys, 
middle aged, bored, waiting for their boat to be repaired so they can move on, and Boyd, 
an artist who thinks that if he can cross the color line and be accepted by the natives 
he can find himself. The Cannerys start the downward spiral with drinking to excess, 
and finally Hugh comes under the thrall of a black woman, who ends by kidnapping him to 
his own boat, leaving Faith stranded. And Boyd, descended into hell, via voodoo rites 
and an affair with a black boy, is about to be exiled from the island by the native 
authorities...So what? Norman Douglas has a lot to answer for. (IC 53-5369) 


Ullman, James Ramsay | Lippincott 
ISLAND OF THE BLUE MACAWS $3.50 


A collection of 17 short stories, of uneven interest, but on the whole good 
reading. Personally, I liked the mountain climbing stories (of which there are three) 
and the ones with exotic settings (Hawaii, Latin America, etc.) better than I did the 
New York stories. Ullman uses his settings to establish his mood, and some of the emo- 
tional urgency of his stories seems ineffectual against a stock background. There is 
nothing particularly modern in his style- just good story telling, which is- for my 
money- the prime essential in short story writing. (LC 52-13740) 


Cadell, Elizabeth ) Morrow 
CRYSTAL CLEAR b ito $3.00 


Report repeated from earlier, 1952 bulletins- as follows: “Down another Eng- 
lish garden (or bridal) path, as the newspaper announcement of the engagement of young 
Paul Saxon to a girl he'd never heard of- the daughter of a fortune-teller- brings on 
all kinds of romantic repercussions. Paul is never able to identify his intended- but 
instead meets Antonia, who is socially unsuitable but far more appealing than his 
uncle's candidate for his hand; his uncle Oswald fulminates, speculates and investi- 
gates to no purpose; his mother, widowed and charmingly distrait, attracts a suitor in 
the Scotland Yard men assigned to clarify the case; his sister Philippa experiments 
with a young scientist, and wins his affections; etc. etc. A pleasant confusion of 
intrigue and infatuation, with a sunny sparkle to most of it. (Rentals)" 


June 12 


Soman, Florence Random House 
LOVE IS A LONELY THING $3.00 


The hours of the day - and of the lives of a cocktail party assortment of 
people-juxtapose youth and age in flashback and revaluation through the changing years. 
Among those present: Maggie Morgan who writes feature articles and who has fallen in 
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love with burned out novelist Charles Hallowell; Dorothy Farnham, divorced from Harry, 
harried by her job as a buyer and looking for security with another man; Steve Hugo, a 
young writer, who falls in love with Maggie and who realizes that he must take her away * 
from Charles; Charles' wife, Louise, who is hoping to have him returned to her through 
the excesses that took him from her; Iris, daughter of the host and hostess, who is off, 
defiant and abject, on her first date. Through the stridency of the party, Iris finds a 
course of action, Maggie pins down Charles because he will not give in to his age or 
illness and becomes committed to defeating the younger Steve, and Steve and Louise put 
up a losing fight. After the party, Charles is disgraced before Maggie by his weak- 
nesses and Steve offers a strong arm for retreat - and Maggie wipes out a father-image 
in Steve's immediate devotion. Dorothy is cheated of the chance of a new alliance and 
lays plans to recapture Harry. And Louise finally gets her wish. The secret observa- 
tions, the old hauntings, the potentials for future dreams and achievements are here in 
a highly charged emotional alerting for an audience which takes a psycho-seismograph 


straight. (ILC 52-14158) 
TOUCH AND GO: WESTWARD HO: VERTIGO 


May 12 ra 


Tey, Josephine Macmillan 
THE SINGING SANDS $2.75 


* Tops in writing make this a delight to read, despite being slow in starting 
and lacking the satisfying perfection of earlier books. Alan Grant (Daughter of Time - 
1952) heads for the Highlands on sick leave (to fight claustrophobia), has his interest 
caught by a dead man on the train, and works his way back to health through his specu- 
lations about the man. The meaning of a verse, a trip to the Hebrides, an American com- 
mercial flier, information about a fabled Arabian desert city, and a sudden fitting to- + 
gether of the pieces leads him to a cold killer. Inventive as to solution; a posthumous 
work that accents our loss. Ave atgque vale. 


May 14 


Bagby, George Doubleday 
GIVE THE LITTLE CORPSE A GREAT BIG HAND $2.50 


That old indefatigable, Schmitty, intervenes for a friend on the force when 
the murder of a showgirl ties in with a jewel robbery and implicates the daughter of 
policeman Halloran. Chloroform scents the trail- from downtown nightclub to a Park 
Avenue apartment but two more are to die before Schmitty can close the case which is 
pretty much as he- and we- suspected.... Monotonous manufacture. (LC 53-6099) 


May 15 


Cody, Al Avalon Books 
POWDER BURNS $2 .50 


Powder Burns shows his know-how for handling trouble when McGill decides to 
drive his herd from Texas to Montana, following the Civil War in the influx of nesters. 
The trail is infested with drought, storm, cloudburst and raids as Boak Queen orders that 
McGill cattle are not to reach their destination. Powder brushes off the foreman, guards 
the McGills and gets the herd through - to his own land. And rides off, still fiddle- 
footed. A bubbling brew. 


May 18 


Schaefer, Jack Ballantine - $.35 e 
THE BIG RANGE Houghton, Mifflin - $1.50 


* And a roundup of short stories of the west which in their verbatim realism of 
place and character, in their dramatic precision and occasional humor, repeat the super- 
iority of his earlier Shane. There's the grim revenge of stern Rodock against the man who 
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had brutalized his mares; the iron will of Kittura Remsberg and the mirror she takes 
with her in her exodus westward- the only suggestion of her weakness; the feud between 
€ two Ozark families which ends at the graveside of a boy; the faulty arithmetic of Coo- 
ter James, which adds up to a wife; the correspondence courtship which ends in a re- 
luctant marriage; the boy who goes amok through his father's driving sense of sin; etc.. 
A collection which lends a real distinction to this medium. (Report repeated from 
6/1/52 when scheduled for previous publication.) 


May 28 


Davis, Frederick C. Doubleday 
DRAG THE DARK $2.50 


The combo of Lucas Speare and Schuy Cole has a tour in the jewel world as 
they are called in to replace a private detective who has vanished, and to locate the 
missing daughter of gem merchant Goodlee. Next to disappear is the fabulous diamond 
being readied for cutting and Goodlee's affairs lead to compounding felony for the pair. 
But Speare's sharpness smooths out everything for a Santa Claus finish. (LC 53-6100) 




























Stein, Aaron Marc Doubleday 
DEATH MEETS 400 RABBITS $2.50 


Tim Mulligan and Elsie May mix archeology and murder again, with the balance 
definitely on the side of murder- triple dose. Once again competently styled with 
colorful Mexican background as the tourists rarely (we hope) see it, and once again a 
plot with plenty of action, quantities of false clues- and a somewhat hasty arrival at 
a solution without very strenuous effort on anyone's part. (LC 53-6102) 


June 1 


Brown, Fredric Dutton 
& MOSTLY MURDER $2.50 


For mystery fans, who will be well acquainted with the author, here is a col- 
lection of eighteen stories, many with unique twists. Several of the stories concern 
circus people, with stunt solutions; some cases involve madmen, and the final story is 
directed to the reader, who is assured he is next on the killer's list. Some humor and 
romance, but, as indicated, "mostly murder". (LC 53-5207) 


June 4 


Nelson, Hugh Lawrence Rinehart 
THE FENCE $2.50 


Jim Dunn comes out to country Colorado on an assignment to guard the fishery 
of his employer, but stays to cop bigger game, the murderer of Paul Tredway and George . 
Ambrose. The low-jinks include a whitewashing coroner's trial, a set fire, a knocked 
down fence, and of course the two corpses. Suspects are several, but Jim doggedly drags 
out the facts, just managing to keep in one unroasted piece. Some unusual props, but 
otherwise pretty wooden. (LC 53-5356) 





June 11 


Bloomfield, Robert Doubleday 
A STRANGER IN TOWN $2.50 


Ross Nichols and his pal, MacFarland, come to a Wisconsin lake resort to try 
to learn the truth of the killing of Ross' half brother 9 months earlier. Shot as he 
was escaping the police and tagged as the killer of a young couple, Charlés' fate is a 
closed subject. Ross and MacFarland have to delve deep to untangle the morbid vicious- 
ness that blocks their hunt, to cut through the prejudice and intolerance that hamstring 
their efforts to get information. Human - and sordid - detail in concentrated probe. 
(LC 53-6629) 
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June ll 


Doubleday 


Grew, William 
DOUBLES IN DEATH $2.50 Py 


The melodrama of Alan Patterson's innocent interest in Lily, who pursues hin, 
builds up to a minute by minute suspense as he tries to avoid the frame of murder and 
further killings. Hated and envied by the office boy in his agency, eventually deviiled 
by Lily, Patterson walks in on Lily's killing and starts a solo hunt for young Merle..... 
His chase, Merle's use of Patterson's little daughter as a threat and the final averting 
of more tragedy wind up a tight plot. Pre-fab but a pulse-pounder. (LC 53-6630) 


M'Intosh, J. T. Doubleday 
WORLD OUT OF MIND $2.7, 


A trial flight takes off to a time on Earth when its people are stratified by 
intelligence and Eldin Raigmore, after a series of Tests, attains the highest billing- 
as a White Star- and marries Alison, his equal. But two murders presage the infiltration 
and invasion of another race; Raigmore discovers that he's a member of the warring Nwyl~ 
lans; but he maintains his identity with and loyalty to the human race and returns the 
invaders to their own world.... Low altitude. (LC 53-6252) 


Tucker, Wilson Rinehart 
THE TIME CHEATERS $2.50 


The Long, Loud Silence(1952) had a good reception and its audience will find 
the strange happenings at Oak Ridge and the strangeness of Gilbert Nash of interest al- 
though not of similar, grimness. Deaths at the atomic center, the disappearance of Caro- s 
lyn, an engineer's wife, the slow revelation of Nash's identity lead up to Carolyn's un- 
worldly mission - and her defeat. Nuclear magic and immortality in an imaginative bit 
of present day adventuring. An SF specialty. (LC 53-5357) 


June 12 


Reilly, Helen Random House 
THE VELVET HAND $2.50 


New York City and suburbia provide a fashionable finish for the frightening 
occurrences in the home of wealthy Philip Haven, a writer, and his nieces- Kit and Libby. 
Libby disappears- and the ransom Philip pays does not end the terrorism which takes on 
the shape of murder and it is McKee again who intervenes and interrupts some elaborate 
extortion.... Not her best, but still a sleek superior. (LC 53-5028) 


Branson, H. C. b\¢ Simon & Schuster 
BEGGAR'S CHOICE | $2.50 


The coronary of rich, old Augustus Lefever has possible criminal implications 
which arouse the suspicion of a local lawyer who imports quiet, bearded Bent for its 
investigation. An inheriting nephew and niece, the husband she is divorcing, a dead 
chauffeur and a few live targets carry the crimes further and to a solution which is 
reached with Bent's usual self-effacing efficiency..... Orderly. iy 
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Cameron, Owen - THE MOUNTAINS HAVE NO SHADOW Fante, John - FULL LIFE 
& Carr, John Dickson - BELOW SUSPICION Forester, C. S. - SINGLE HANDED 
Hopson, William - THE LAST APACHES 


Giants (Each $.35) 


Adams, Samuel Hopkins - SUNRISE TO SUNSET Raddall, Thomas H. - ROGER SUDDEN 
Wilder, Robert - WAIT FOR TOMORROW 


DELL PUBLISHING (Each $. 25) 


Blankfort, Michael - THE JUGGLER Fair, A. A. - BATS FLY AT DUSK 

Christie, Agatha - AN OVERDOSE OF DEATH Ford, Leslie - THE BAHAMAS MURDER CASE 
Dickson, Carter-BEHIND THE CRIMSON BLIND Fox, James M. - THE SCARLET SLIPPERS 
Ermine, Will - THE SILVER STAR Rhodes, Eugene Manlove-THE PROUD SHERIFF 


Roos, Kelley - THE FRIGHTENED STIFF 


($.35) - Cochran, Hamilton - CAPTAIN EBONY 


DOUBLEDAY & COMPANY 
Anchor Books for May 14 


Conrad, Joseph - THE SECRET AGENT ($.75) Gide, Andre-LAFCADIO'S ADVENTURES ($.75) 
Wilson, Edmund - TO THE FINLAND STATION ($1.25) <«/25s 


May 28 


Conant, James B. - MODERN SCIENCE AND Taylor, A. E. - SOCRATES ($.65) 
MODERN MAN ($.65) Van Doren, Mark - SHAKESPEARE ($.75) 


Crime Club Classic - May 14 - Seeley, Mabel - THE LISTENING HOUSE ($2.00) 
GARDEN CITY BOOKS for May 4 


Capitman, William - EVERYONE'S LEGAL | Lurton, Douglas - MAKE THE MOST OF YOUR 
ADVISER ($2.95 - Original) LIFE ($1.49) 
Pfeiffer, Rev. Harold A., S.J. - THE CATHOLIC PICTURE DICTIONARY ($1.50) 


Permabooks (Each $.35) 
Bonner, Paul Hyde - SUMMER IN ROME (SPQR) Plaidy, Jean - BEYOND THE BLUE MOUNTAINS 
Hunter, Hall - THE BENGAL TIGER Tebbel, John - TOUCHED WITH FIRE 

GROSSET & DUNLAP 
Gardner, E.S.- THE CASE OF THE MOTHEATEN Halliburton, Richard - SEVEN LEAGUE BOOTS 
MINK ($1.00) ($1.98) 
Yates, Raymond F. & Marguerite W. - A GUIDE TO VICTORIAN ANTIQUES ($1.98) 

THE NEW AMERICAN LIBRARY 

Mentor ($.50) - NEW WORLD WRITING Signet Giant ($.35) -McCoy, Horace-SCALPEL 


Signet (Each $. 935) 


Bromfield, Louis - THE GREEN BAY TREE Knight, Adam - KNIFE AT MY BACK 
* Caldwell, Erskine-THE COURTING OF SUSIE BROWN Mailer, Norman - BARBARY SHORE 
Rooke, Daphne - MITTEE 








Capote, Truman - THE GRASS HARP 
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POCKET BOOKS (Each $.25) 


Brand, Max - THE HAIR-TRIGGER KID Mason, F. Van Wyck - HIMALAYAN ASSIGNMENT 


Davis, H. L. - WINDS OF MORNING Page, Marco ~- RECLINING FIGURE 
Fair, A. A. - THE BIGGER THEY COME Wells, H. G. ~- THE WAR OF THE WORLDS 


Westcott, Jan - CAPTAIN BARNEY 
Cardinal Editions (Each $.35) 


du Maurier, Daphne - THE KING'S GENERAL Platt, Rutherford - A POCKET GUIDE TO THE TREES 
White, Leslie Turner - LOOK AWAY, LOOK AWAY 


POPULAR LIBRARY (Each $.25) 


Barton, Jack - TEXAS RAWHIDER Hulburd, David - H IS FOR HEROIN 
Carson, Robert - STRANGER IN OUR MIDST Ketchum, Philip - GUNS OF THE BARRICADE BUNCH 


Cleary, Jon - YOU CAN'T SEE AROUND CORNERS Spain, Terry - TIME TO KILL 
Giants (Each $.35) 


Burke, James Wakefield - THE BIG RAPE Longstreet, Stephen - THE BEACH HOUSE 
re RQ « FET eee 
MUST BOOK 
May 28 
Douglas, William 0. Doubleday a 
NORTH FROM MALAYA $3.95 


Adventures on Five Fronts 


* This with its two immediate predecessors, bears evidence of Douglas‘ mission to 
interpret Near East and Far to his fellow Americans, whose ignorance, he feels, is back 
of the disastrous policy mistakes we have made. Closer in mood and tempo to Of Strange 
Lands and Friendly People, this too is a realistic closeup of the issues and the conflicts 
of the five countries he visited, rather than the survey cum-adventure of Beyond the High 
Himalayas, For the most part it is a grim and disheartening picture, with Burma and its 
miracle survival as the sole note of encouragement. The guerillas of the Malayan jungle, 
supported by the Chinese villagers within the Malayan boundaries, by the Chinese Reds be- 
yond, seem undefeatable. The issue there is in large part rooted in the relations between 
the powerful Chinese minority and the struggling Malayans who seek outside aid rather than 
accept the Chinese as fellow citizens. The Huks of the Philippines are slowly losing 
ground, but the forces against them need backing in a positive program of democratic pro- 
cedure which is slowly putting down roots. Our opportunities in the past have been woe- 
fully neglected. In Indo-China our support of the French colonial policy is- he feels- 
indefensible; no answer will be found vntil French withdrawal is assured; nationalism must 
be supported here, as elsewhere. Indonesia, where the Dutch withdrawal was enforced, is 
a case in point. Only strong counter-revolutionary, anti-Communist work can win the fight 
against Communism, Moscow controlled. An informed and challenging book, with less of the 
glamor characteristic of earlier books, this is essential reading on the tinderbox of the 
East. Illustrated with 16 pages of photographs. (LC 53-5614) 


Three for the Money * 


A dependable reference tool for the long haul, ENCYCLOPEDIA OF AMERICAN HISTORY (Harper) $ 
the new Joseph Wechsberg, BLUE TROUT AND BLACK TRUFFLES (Knopf); and a dark horse, edited 
by Brian Fawcett, LOST TRAILS, LOST CITIES (Funk & Wagnalls). Not easy reading but 1mport- 
ant- Magidoff's THE KREMLIN VS THE PEOPLE (Doubleday). See reports following. 
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Gallup, Donald Harcourt, Brace 


The Yale Professor of Bibliography has done signal service, not only to the 
audience for specific study of Eliot and his role in literature, but to bibliography 
as an art and a science. In arrangement, in accuracy, in balance, he displays clarity, 
good sense, an ingenious formula for stressing minor variants without giving them 
discouraging emphasis. The material falls into five main categories:- Books and Pamph- 
lets; Books and Pamphlets which Eliot edited or to which he contributed; Contributions 
to Periodicals; Translations; Miscellany, which includes lecture syllabi, recordings, 
etc. The leading British expert, John Hayward, cooperated in this work. (LC: 53-5644) 


Pritchett, V. S. Harcourt, Brace 
BOOKS IN GENERAL $3.50 


Main routes and detours in these 34 essays of literary criticism which often 
breathe new life into old bones, clinically ex-ray new ones and which are passports to 
a wide field of reading. European, British, American and Russian authors come under 
consideration for the limits within which they work, their artifices or freakish 
talents, the climate of their times and, if of the past, their appropriateness for 
today's readers. Galdos, Svevo, Verga, Manzoni, Cellini, Zola, Dostoevsky, Tolstoy, 
Stendhal, Daudet, T.E. Lawrence, Butler, James, Ruskin, Smollett, Swift, Conrad, 
Ouida, Gissing, Koestler and Faulkner are some of the many reviewed, examined and al- 
ways illumined; new translations and editions are commented upon; other critics’ ap- 
praisals are evaluated. The Koestler article is the only one not from The New States- 
man and Natton which carried these on its opening literary page. Rewarding in its 

Aa expert writing and inviting in its enthusiams, this should have a personal as well 
as an appreciative following. (LC: 53-5645) 


April 16 


Cansdale, G. S. Frederick Praeger 
ANIMALS AND MAN 3 $4.00 


A British zoologist, currently the superintendent of the London Zoo, pro- 
vides in approximately two-hundred pages a description of man's relation to other 
animals. He considers the results of competition and conflict, of introducing animals 
to new environments, of man's use of animals. Man has encroached on the animal world 
and extinguished some creatures, but animals have also become parasites dependent on 
man. Animals introduced by accident or design to a new habitat have been instruments 
of damage and of biological control. In considering other associations of man and 
animal, the author draws from his knowledge of the Ashantis on the Gold Coast, where 
he was for years a forester, to give a delightful example of animal folklore. So 
brief a book gives. this reader feels, the effect of a summary which will serve more 
to whet the appetite of zoologists and interested laymen than to satisfy it. Illus- 
trated. (IC: 53-5306) 













April 20 












Funk & Wagnalls 


Fawcett, Brian- fd. 
LOST TRAILS, LOST CITIES $5.00 








* Those whom the excitement of exploration and anthropology has touched will 
be grateful for a truly fine explorer's narrative, that written by Colonel P. H. 
Fawcett before he embarked on his last expedition into the South American interior 
from which -he never returned. The Colonel first explored the interior on a boundary 
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survey of Bolivia; later, led on by his belief in lost cities and a lost civilization, 
perhaps the core of a lost continent, he struck into the Brazilian jungle. His account 
of the expeditions reveals a man of keen intelligence and humor and great courage. With 
































warmth and discernment he includes in his telling descriptions of the outposts of civil- 
ization, often brutal as in the rubber country, of the Indians met, of the habits of 
animal and insect life. He recounts marvelous adventures involving human beings, pol- 
tergeists, ruined cities; he presents his own theories based on a sturdy grasp of the 
history of the region with equal expertness. In the epilogue, Brian, his second son, 
tells what stories have come to him from searching parties and others who felt they had 
solved the mystery of the disappearance of the Fawcett party. Engrossing, vivid reading. 


April 20 


Pound, Reginald Harcourt, Brace 
ARNOLD BENNETT $5.75 


In England this biography has been received as “the definitive biography of 
the greatest literary influence of the 'twenties'", an estimate that might seem overen- 
thusiastic to American readers both as an evaluation of the subject of the biography and 
of the biography itself. However, it is a conscientious attempt to separate Arnold 
Bennett- the personage- from Arnold Bennett- the person. Bennett, who has often been 
referred to as “the business man of letters" published more than 80 volumes and a 
1,000,000 word journal. His reputation rests on a few major novels, Riceyman Steps, The 
Old Wives’ Tale, and Clayhanger, but his importance as a literary figure stems from the 
constant stream of articles which he wrote for publications ranging from the Saturday 
Evening Post to the Daily Mail. Also the carefully nurtured eccentricities of his per- 
son, from his well-barbered quiff to his explosive stammer made him the constant subject 
of comment in the era which he dominates along with Shaw and H. G. Wells. In separating 
myth and fact, the author of this sympathetic biography has painstakingly checked many 
sources and throws a warm light on his unhappy relationship with his wife, his late- ¥ 
blooming romance with Dorothy Cheston, his “immense proud satisfaction” in wealth and 
fame. For library and reference shelves, obligatory- but a general audience is less as- 
sured. (LC 52-9859) 


April 21 


Montagu, Ashley Macmillan 
THE NATURAL SUPERIORITY OF WOMEN $3.50 


A text, which stems from an article in the Saturday Review, defends and extends 
the virtues of womankind and invalidates any minimimizing male attitudes with scientific 
evidence. From her chromosomes- to the checkbook she allegedly cannot balance, the actu- 
rial statistics take Mom out of the backseat and put her behind the wheel. Montagu- in 
his analysis- controverts other popular assumptions and associations:- the taboos and 
handicaps which have been attached to women's biological capacities; her physical super- 
iority which is one of constitution; her emotionalism which results in better mental 
health; her I.Q; her creative accomplishments; her genius- the genius of human relation- 
ships.... Less embattled, less exhaustive than 7he Second Sex, this pursues a similar 
line of enlightenment and emancipation, and provides a witty and obviously gratifying 
commentary for our time. 


April 22 


Morris, Richard B. - £d. Harper 
ENCYCLOPEDIA OF AMERICAN HISTORY $6.00 


* A Must for schools and libraries, and a useful reference tool for anyone. This 
is a miracle of condensation, and at the same time- where important- readability is still ~ 
a factor. The arrangement is chronological, which in the first half of the book-BASIC 
CHRONOLOGY- is the sound system. It takes a little mental adjustment to accept the chro- 
nological arrangement in such areas as THOUGHT AND CULTURE, but here the excellent index 
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helps those, for instance, who would not know when various sects were established here. 
History, politics, economics, religion, social and cultural aspects are included, in 
careful synthesis, and extraordinary comprehensiveness, not only of facts but their 
interpretation. Inevitably some will spot weak points and quarrel with definition 
(Ex:—the Baptists may feel that entry is open to argument), but in the main, it should 
be generally acceptable. The third section includes 300 brief biographies of leading 
Americans in many fields, a selective representation, with the emphasis perhaps on 
20th century figures rather than earlier names, many of which would have appeared 
earlier. The biographical section is arranged by categories. Henry Steele Commager 
was a consultant editor, along with others not named. A major achievement. (LC:53-5384 ) 


April 27 


Hodapp, William Pellegrini & Cudahy 
THE TELEVISION MANUAL $4.50 


Suggested reading for anyone planning to make a living from TV, or caught 
up in the network already, this is a good general survey of the "ropes" from local to 
national, from prop-man to producer and their guiding rules and techniques. Chapters 
and sections that cover practically all the aspects include material on program for- 
mats and sources, the actors, the writers, production, studio and remote settings, 
educational TV (here there is a sympathetic appraisal of the lamentable financial 
situation and the soon-to-expire channel allocations), new horizons and potentials. 
News broadcasting gets a good once over and along with the advice on effective pro- 
gramming there is not a little of the psychology that turns out the good interview, 
one-man show, panel discussion. Workers in search of solutions for particular prob- 
lems will want to go further than this, but it's ample, lively introductory matter 
and a bibliography will tell where to look next. 


April 28 


Rounds, Frank Jr. Houghton, Mifflin 
A WINDOW ON RED SQUARE $3.00 


A young American diplomat with a sensitive heart and a quick eye gives an 
important account, in diary form, of his year and a half in Moscow (January, 1951 to 
June, 1952) that reveals- as did Michel Gordey's Visa To Moscow (Knopf) the personal 
side of the Russians with an intimacy and immediacy of experience. Candor, and an 
often sharp sense of human drama animate the months spent as a news translator in 
the Embassy- a job secured after no mean preparation in history and language. In 
Moscow, Rounds did everything he could. He went to the theatre, visited libraries, 
museums, nearby towns, and he transmits every impression from physical landscapes 
to social contacts with the Russian people who were often warm and friendly in spite 
of iron curtain attitudes on Stalin himself. Exorbitant prices, pounding propaganda, 
American mistaken emphasis on material rather than spiritual gains to achieve a closer 
rapport, a lament for the lost meanings of "truth" and "liberty", these are some of 
the lessons learned and he mourns a misguided country where- as yet- the people still 
sustain receptive sentiments towards the west.... Syndicated now by the Wew York 
Herald Tribune, mark this as a book which will get further recognition as a needed 
popular report. (IC: 53-6725) 


May 4 


Podolsy, Edward M.D.- fd. Philosophical Library 
ENCYCLOPEDIA OF ABERRATIONS $10.00 


Presented humbly as an example for further and more extensive volumes, this 
nevertheless seems to’be an excellent handy reference encyclopedia of psycho-patho- 
logical terms. A striking feature is that short definitions, long articles (reprinted 
from authoritative psychiatrist's works), and substantial explanations have all been 
used with a good eye to complete information where more coverage is necessary. For 
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instance there are long papers on the Schizophrenic process (by Richard L. Jenkins) and 

the manic-depressive psychosis (by John D. Campbell)- where a stage in the disease, ex- 

plained elsewhere, may refer to the longer article. Minor terms- mythomania, hadephobia 

etc. are defined in single sentences. Cultural traits are discussed in relation to ev- * 
olution and the whole field of neuroses treated in Freudian theory- thus giving an old 

school touch to the volume, but in this case it is an admitted one and a convenient 

point of reference. Libraries, students, practitioners, watch for this. 


May 5 


Maresh, Irving T. Dutton 
& Ehre, Edward - fds. $3.50 
BEST SPORTS STORIES 1953 Edition 


One of the best collections in this ninth year of a popular annual of sports 
news coverage, news features and magazine stories in the field of sports. The three 
judges, John Chamberlain, Bob Considine and Quentin Reynolds have picked well. Sports 
lovers no doubt will choose along the lines of their own specialties, for there are some 
grand, thrilling, humorous and exciting stories in almost every field. This reader's 
favorite is G.J. Lew, champion, bum, soldier,hero; it has a rare nostalgic quality. 
Brown's spoof, Beizbol, is a classic. Abramson's Melted Sugar is great news reporting. 
Try these for essential flavor. Whatever your favorite sport, it's covered here. 

(LC 45-31524) 
May 11 
-Coward-McCann 


HORSES AND MEN $4.00 


With informative introductions by the editor, these twenty-two short pieces by 
American authors make a fine showing and cover this four-footed field from bronco busting 
to steeplechasing. The editor has selected with care and originality and turned up some 
little known turn-of-the-century yarns by top flight sportswriters- Charles E. Van Loon, 
John Taintor Foote, David Gray among them. There's a sentimental tale of a game horse- 
car horse; nonsense about a boy who spoke to horses (who talked right back to him); a 
horse who made a big league baseball team, broke all batting averages, but quit because 
his heart just wasn't in it; as well as stories of fox-hunting, racing, Madison Square 
Garden, etc... Blue ribbon entertainment; fact and fiction. (LC: 53-5300) 


Creamer, Jack - £d. 


Du Gard, Roger Martin Viking 
RECOLLECTIONS OF ANDRE GIDE $2.75 


This is an affectionate, truthful and revealing short memoir of the French 

writer by his closest personal friend and contemporary for 29 years. Du Gard is also a 
novelist and a large part of the memoir is taken up with literary discussions between the 
two, Du Gard always the conservative, Gide always the iconoclast. Gide was a dynamo of 
energy, a chimera of contradictions, a great man of letters, and an unusual human being- 
and Du Gard throws light on his strange relationships with his wife, on the physical and 
metaphysical struggle which consumed him, on his subsidiary talents as musician, athlete 
and nature lover all passionately pursued. A personal picture of a great figure, drawn 
from intimate records, for disciples and devotees, who want peripheral detail to add to 
the extensive self-portrait of the Journals , 


May 11” 


Kaempffert, Waldemar Viking 
EXPLORATIONS IN SCIENCE $3 .50 


The advancing front in science from 1945 on is reviewed in a series of articles » 
designed to describe the discoveries and inventions, technical innovations and projected 
research in many fields. Weapons of death, the atom bombs; and weapons of life, the 
machine heart and lungs; atomic fuel, synthetic creation of life are among the topics 
covered while solar power, the past and present problems of cancer, supersonic speed, 
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weather control, astronautics and the possibility of an artificial satellite in space 
continue the round-up. There are the findings on luck and safety, the social changes 
brought about by scientific developments, new approaches to mental illnesses, recent 
refinements in cryptography, the uses of cyclic studies to predict the future, the 
new techniques of undersea salvage and the contributions of H. G. Wells and his Uto- 
pias. This series of able profiles offers a chance for the interested reader to get 
an over-all picture of some of the many lines of scientific progress. (IC: 53-5610) 


May 1321 


Woods, James H. Harper 
HELPING OLDER PEOPLE ENJOY LIFE $2.50 


The Golden Age Clubs that started some years ago in Cleveland have since 
accumulated quite a following. As an explanation of the movement and a practical 
handbook on how to get a club started in your own community, this volume should get 
a wide reading by those concerned. Sound psychological treatment of a difficult 
problem, and the fact that the Golden Age clubs are primarily for people who have 
lived as hard working, relatively uneducated individuals who do not have, or who 
have lost their spiritual grip on life, background the book. The fun of club work; 
advice for leaders; projects that number hobbies, outdoor camps and different kinds 
of meetings are topics of discussion that maintain an old person's ability to grow 
and change and quiet the fear of being set apart. Problem members and true recrea- 
tional education are talked about sensibly too, and with the renewed interest in 
geriatrics, this should help promote action for alleviating the stress of a time 
when many feel neither capable nor wanted. 


May 14 


Armour, Richard McGraw-Hill 
IT ALL STARTED WITH COLUMBUS $2.75 


A parody outline of history (American and not to be confused with anything 
previously written by Donald Ogden Stewart) turns out to be adult word play or definite 
competition for the punditship of puns. The-bright ignoramus approach moves at a fast 
patter in which Columbus "lived in Madrid but spent his last days in Disgrace"; the 
Indians are called "Nobel Savages", Leif Ericson's "utter rune” and Drake's ship, the 
"Golden Behind" with “more miles to the galleon" are part of the play for laughs. The 
logical illogic moves on to all phases of progress in its disrespectful fashion until 
it is time to call a "status whoa" with present day affairs. There are quiz questions 
after each section which are as unrelated as the hardworking whole. If hopped up 
history is for you, this may not gag. Illustrated, with equal sacrilege, by Campbell 
Grant. (LC: 53-5181) 


May 18 


LeRoy, Merwyn Knopf 
& Canfield, Alyce If TAKES MORE THAN TALENT $3.95 


A classified directory of moving picture possibilities for the ambitious, 
this is based on a famous director's own career and experience and as such has an auth- 
enticity and expertness lacking in similar vocational approaches. "It can happen to 
you" is his theory and he has plenty of illustrations and anecdotes to prove it. From 
stories and scripts on to the acting field, then to production, secretarial work, publi- 
city, research, reading and editing, unionized areas of technical work and cameramen, 
hairdressers and makeup departments, this shows the way up the ladder with all the hand 
and foot-holds available for the Hollywood-bound. He emphasizes training in each job 
before applying at the studios or agencies; he lists advantages and disadvantages, sa- 
laries and specifications of the individual jobs; he intersperses pictures, stars, in- 
cidents and capsule biographies to prove his point. And then it is up to you to prove 
that "talent will out". Accenting the hard work, this is still an optimistic review of 
the cinematic success routes. (IC: 51-13226) 
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May 18 


Redlich, Fritz, M.D. Knopf » 
& Bingham, June THE INSIDE STORY $3.75 


* Here at last is a book which explains with a maximum of humor and a minimum of 
terminology just what psychiatry is about, what it attempts to accomplish, and what it 
has to do with everyday life. A hundred cartoons by experts from Hoff and Richter to 
Addams and Dean point up a very readable text, providing an important and integral part 
of the book. The use of cartoons is a result of Dr. Redlich's studies of reactions to 
humor, for he found that people responded in accordance with their repressed thoughts 
and emotions, which were touched by particular cartoons. The reader is invited to look 
and laugh and perhaps figure out through the text why he laughed. But while light, the 
book is responsible and truly helpful in clarifying a new field for the layman. There 
are chapters on basic urges and feelings, anxiety, children, normal and abnormal people, 
the psychiatrist, will power and knowledge; there is a comparative glossary of some psy- 
chiatric terms as the doctor and the layman use them, a bibliography for general read- 
ers, the student, pamphlets and movies, and a list of national agencies for mental 
health. Easy, light, reliable, perhaps this will catch. (LC 52-12211) 


Nolan, Winefride St. Martin's Press 
THE NEW INVASION $3.75 


In 1946 the Nolans took the big leap from English town life to Irish country 
life, and Mrs. Nolan describes the settling on and running of the old farm in Tinnakil- 
ly, County Wicklow. Trey proceed in the way of livestock from cats to cows, chickens, 
and pigs; they experience the setbacks of extreme weather and rabbit plagues; they till 
the fields for corn and potatoes. There are dashes of the Irish atmosphere as they bar- 
gain at the market, attend the local dramatics meeting, or collect during the plague the * 
neighbors' contributions to a new literature - rabbitana. But the farm creatures like 
Susie the sow are true heroines of a pleasant book which may find a niche in the group 
of “we went country" offerings through its authentic farming and Irish background. With 
the new "going to Ireland" vogue, it may catch on. 


Wechsberg, Joseph Knopf 
BLUE TROUT AND BLACK TRUFFLES $3 .75 


The Peregrinations of an Epicure 


* A digestive tract which puts the squeeze on the gastric juices follows the 
author from a childhéod of non-eating to mature mastication in all languages. Dedicated 
to a starvation diet of frankfurters and cocoa and to juvenile hypochondria, living in 
dreams of Casanova feastings,- boy-into-man developed expensive ideas and an equally 
costly appetite with tastes a-budding as his hunger grew. From discord over his career 
and from Austria to Paris (where he thought he was in Montparnasse and found he was in 
Montmartre), food parallels his devotion to the violin, which brought him odd jobs and 
odder companions, and his happy adjustment to la vie which was Parisienne by any stand- 
ards. Kitchens elbow cocottes and dives until he is recalled for service in the Czech- 
slovak Army; Then the gastronomic tour explores the differences between viands in Vienna 
and Prague, the glory that was Gundel's in Budapest, Genoese ravioli and truffle hunting 
in Perigueux. On to the wines of Chateau LaFitte and Chateau d'Yquem, repasts in Pro- 
vence, bouillsibasse,the starred eating places of Guide Michelin and the superb pleasures 
of the table at M. Point's. From the haute to the grande cuisine, this is an epic of 
epicureanism, garnished for the gourmet. Illustrated ere Chappell. (LC 52-12172) 


=“ 


al | 


: May- 21 fy aor 
Jowitt, The Earl ) Doubleday & 
THE STRANGE CASE OF ALGER HISS $400 3 of 
The former Lord Chancellor of Great Britain reopens for examination the con- 


tradictory and still controversial case of Alger Hiss, and attempts to break the dead- 
lock in what is primarily a legal bout with much of the inconclusive evidence which led 
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to the verdict of guilty, and some of the unexplored areas of ignorance- and doubt- 
which should have been pursued by the defense. Jowitt, who brings to bear the dis- 
interested judgment and skill of his experience, analyzes the case through all the 
confusing profusion of the Congressional Committee hearing and the two trials; tries 
to find an honest answer in all the massive- to- monumental lying which took place; 
discards the guilt-by-association which was certainly a large factor in attracting 

a prejudiced judgment. And with the revelation of. Witness at hand, which determined 
his distrust of Chambers and his book "just because it is so passionate", he re-evalu- 
ates once again the telltale disclosures of the rug, the car, the visits, the pumpkin 
papers and the handwritten documents. And it is from Witness that he opens up the 
possibility of Hiss' innocence rather than guilt, in that the papers which were hid- 
den by Chambers "as a life preserver" might well have been stolen, rather than turned 
over to him, after a possible "forgery by typewriter”. A point by point reappraisal 
of the cause celebre of our time which continues to exert its perplexing fascination, 
this where it discredits the witness- on the basis of his own words and acts- still 
does not quite clear the accused and does not answer for the evasive character of 

the Hiss testimony which for many, if not for Jowitt, left its residue of suspicion... 
It is hard to determine- before the fact- the degree of interest this case will still 
provoke, but its analysis here does have a legal stress. (LC: 53-5605) 
































May 26 


Wehle, Louis B. Macmillan 
HIDDEN THREADS OF HISTORY $4.50 


Just how large a part Louis Wehle played in contemporary American history 
is impossible to determine, but he had the ear of those in high places, and played a 
major role during part of the Roosevelt administration. The major part of this book 
deals with that period and many will read it for his pungent comments, his objective 
analysis of the successes and failures of his chief. The contradiction in Roosevelt's 
basic objection to federal control, as shown in his attitude towards the railroads on 
the one hand, towards T.V.A. and the problem of hydro-electric power on the other, 
comes in for detailed study. This is not his whole story, but it does cover those 
issues in the American scene in which he played a role. He stresses the importance of 
studying the past with a view to avoiding the same errors in the present and future, 
and feels that two limited objectives are within our power of ensuring:-" First, in 
domestic policy, to maintain our institutions as an ever more effective organism for 
promoting the best development of the individual in a medium of justice; and second, in 
foreign policy, to be strongly armed, while standing among nations on our own feet and 
not on theirs.” 


May 27 


Rochford, Elbrun Harper 
MOTHERS ON THEIR OWN $2.75 \/ 












For the mother of the one out of five children who has an absentee father, 
this is a handbook of..specifics which is practical rather than pitying (or self-pity- 
ing) and provides particulars for the mother who must also act as a father. Liquida- 
ting your assets and establishing your finances- then your home (sharing is often the 
answer here); earning- if possible at home; handling your child as well as your house- 
hold; budgeting and buying; legal problems- from wills to settlements- and the often 
thorny visitation privileges; etc. etc.- the advice here is pertinent, astringent and 
applicable to most widows and divorcees. The market is self-evident. (LC: 53-5446) 









Shane, Harold G.- £d. ee: Harper gt 
THE AMERICAN ELEMENTARY scHooL b/ 2/4 $3,590 5 — 


The Yearbook of the John Dewey Society presents as its annual a collection 
of articles which deal with various concepts and facets of progressive education at 
the elementary level. Once again, to the outside observer, this is a very special 
stratosphere- where theory is clouded by the abstractions of thought and terminology. 
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And these opponents of a curriculum disciplined to the 3 R's, have also displaced the 
theorem that a straight line is the shortest distance between two points. You may there- 
fore find yourself quite lost in a professional prose which runs something like this: & 
"The school staff, therefore, is faced with the problem of recognizing and reconciling 
divergencies in goals, values and expectancies and/or evolving a curriculum based on de- 
velopmental tasks of children in such manner that it permits and facilitates adaptation 
to variations. for each pupil". The recognition and reconciliation here takes up the 
values of the “Newer Education"; the dynamics of learning; factors of growth and develop- 
ment; adaptations in the curriculum; improved teaching materials; democratic goals which 
aim toward better humans- and better citizens; etc. etc. in what is theory with no hard 
facts of demonstration or application for more practical value. 


May 28 


Magidoff, Robert Doubleday sv, 
THE KREMLIN VS THE PEOPLE L $2,50 3 


* This book is essential reading for anyone who would prefer fact to conjecture 
about what goes on within Russia. At this point in Russia's history, when Magidoff's 
prophecy that Malenkov was Stalin's heir has been borne out, every thoughtful citizen 
of the world wants to know the steps by which Stalin consolidated his power, the status 
of the Russian Soviet state, the extent to which today's Russia is Stalin's creation, 
the possible cracks in the fabric. Magidoff, whose intimate knowledge of Russia is un- 
questioned (Russian-born newspaper correspondent, N.B.C. correspondent, author of [n An- 
ger and Pity, 1949, which deserved better sales than it got), feels that Stalin has waged 
almost continual war inside Russia with the result that the peasant is now virtually a 
tool of mechanized agriculture, that the laborer has gone back to serfdom, that the 
states comprising the U.S.S.R. have been stripped of their identity. He sees a glimmer 
of hope in the large scale defection in the Red Army, which Stalin had tried to stem by 
paring its power and prestige, from the top down. He senses internal revolt in the apa- » 
thy of the youth, who lack the religious fervor towards Communism of twenty years ago. 
He feels in anti-Semitism and anti-Moslem attitudes another disruptive factor. He exa- 
mines Stalin's role- pin-pointing his weaknesses, recognizes his strengths. He feels 
that no one of his co-workers has been developed to the point of sustaining the Stalin 
role, but analyzes effectively the contribution and personality of each now highlighted. 
A top-heavy bureaucracy may well prove their undoing. This is highly informative, 
challenging and interesting reading. Its immediacy should outweigh the difficulty in 
selling Russian books. (53-5540) 


May 7? 


Pringle, Patrick Norton 
JOLLY ROGER $2 .95 


A different route through the piracy map from Karraker's Piracy Was A Business 
(Richard R. Smith-P.137), which, at times parallels it in the interdependence of politics 
and big business as influences, and at others argues the current tendency to view it as 
unromantic. This charts its course from sources based on state papers, official records, 
journals and documents of the period and insists that these past events be judged against 
the prevailing temper of the times. Item: sadism was more rampant; treatment of crews 
was as brutal as that of slave cargoes; international intrigue favored privateering (q.v. 
definitions to refine pirate, privateer, buccaneer, freebooter, filibuster - in other 
men's languages); war killed piracy by making it legal; the moral and punitive issues 
were no better than reported atrocities. So - who were and who were not pirates as the 
definitions changed? There are yardsticks for Drake and Morgan, Captain Kidd and Black- 
beard, Avery (Every), Roberts and Stede Bonnet, and for the governments and problems be- 
hind them that condoned as often as they castigated; for the honesty of some (Woodes 7 
Rogers and Earl of Bellomont and others who fought the pirates and enforced the laws 
against them) and the dubiety of others (writers Exquemeling and Johnson). While as re- 
searched as the aforementioned, this has more of a flair to its style, smoothness to its 
argument and force to its claims which agrees with but underlines the admonition that it 
is the society in which they lived rather than the pirates that should be condemned. For 
fashions in barbarism this is high hung quality.Illustrated with old prints, bibliography 
and index. 
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€ Stevens, William Oliver Dutton 
PSYCHICS AND COMMON SENSE $3.50 


An introductory inquiry into that suspect science- spiritualism- disposes 
of the hocus pocus and mumbo jumbo so easily attached to this field and relies on es- 
tablished evidence for its proof of the paranormal forces which do exist. Other un- 
deniable- but equally inexplicable biological facts- preface the presentation here, 
from migration and homing instincts to prodigies, hypnosis, religious mysteries and 
strange medical manifestations. This narrows the area of disbelief- and mediums and 
their variable powers, telepathy and clairvoyance, premonitions and predictions, the 
Rhine research at Duke, apparitions and automatic writing, confirm the communications 
and demonstrations of an unseen world and the assembled evidence is provocative as 
well as persuasive. For sceptics, a friendly rebuff; for "sensitive" spirits, a 
corroboration; and for others, a documented reassurance of a life after death. 

(LC: 12971) 


Moore, Patrick Norton 
A GUIDE TO THE MOON $3.95 


By a well known British astronomer, a popularly written and authoritative 
Lunar Baedeker that will undoubtedly serve its purpose as an advanced primer- com- 
e pendium for readers in search of an extensive introduction. Neatly organized, his- 
torically grounded chapters cover the following topics: a general picture of the 
universe; theories of the moon's origin; lunar movement; moon observers through his- 
tory and the development of astronomy; the moon's features- surface, landscape, 
® atmosphere, surface moulding and changes; eclipses; moon-earth relationships; space 
travel and the first lunar base. Appendices, providing further orientation, in- 
clude alphabetized thumbnail descriptions of lunar landmarks by quadrant, tips on 
amateur Observing, maps and information about forthcoming eclipses. Illustrated 
with drawings and photographs. 


June 4 


Komarovsky, Mirra Little, Brown 
WOMEN IN THE MODERN WORLD $4.00 


Sub-titled "Their Education and Their Dilemmas", this is neither an attack 
(Marynia Farnham) nor a defense (Simone de Beauvoir) but a social study which attempts 
to reconcile the academic influences and incentives a girl receives with her eventual 
destiny- which is largely marriage and maternity. Challenging the neo-feminists who 
claim that women are being educated as men, the psychiatrists and their sex differ- 
entiations and complications, she finds an answer to the "social problem" women now 
present not in traits, or aptitudes, but in the technological and social changes of 
the last century and a half which have disturbed the prevailing equilibrium. And the 
evidence, which is drawn from statistics, surveys, interviews, reveals the contradic- 
tory pressures which have started in the home; the traditional stereotypes which run 
afoul of current realities; the problems of the homemaker (boredom and intellectual 
deprivation); of the housewife and working wife (a heavy load); and ultimately 
reaches toward a compromise education which does not scrap the liberal arts for 
cooking and ceramics but does give an adequate preparation for marriage and family 
life as well as citizenship.... A documentary continuation of They Went To College 
(in which women received only a minimal appraisal), the inquiry here extends further 
to what they learned, and should have learned, in a discussion which is stimulating 
but never militant. Cherchez la femme, obviously, for your market- and this type 
of book is also an admirable arsenal is college club group p.m.'s or postmortems. 


(LC: 53-7295) 
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June 4 


Adler, Polly Rinehart @ 
A HOUSE IS NOT A HOME $4.00 


The life and times of Polly Adler, who ran New York's most famous bordello for 
twenty five years,have- over and above the highly seasoned sensationalism of the low and 
inside here, the brassy vitality and warmhearted honesty of the lady they called madam. 
Born in a village on the Polish border, immigrating to a factory job in Brooklyn as a 
youngster, rape {and an aborted pregnancy) conditioned Polly at an early age to the 
brute facts and money seemed the answer. A few dates, arranged for acquaintances, led 
on to her rise with an upper bracket business and a social register patronage. The ad- 
dicts and derelicts, gamblers and hoodlums (Dutch Schultz among them) she also attracted 
but tried to avoid; the intermittent arrests and blare of publicity with the Seabury in- 
vestigation; the life of her girls- and lonelinessis the only occupational disease in 
this profession; her own love for Casey- a musician- which had a sad windup; her increas- 
ing sensitivity to her own ill-fame, and eventually retirement, all this makes up a 
tattletale of sin and shame kept clean by her decency- and discretion- towards her cus- 
tomers and her girls.... An open door to the old curiosity shop, and Jelke may have 
warmed up the market so you may not have to hustle for your clientele. (LC 52-12105) 


June 8 


Froman, Robert Duell, Sloan & Pearce 
ONE MILLION ISLANDS FOR SALE $3.50 


Of superior appeal for ‘anyone with a Garbo complex is this geographical, eco- 
nomical, practical placement of available islands in or around North America. Whether 
you want one single, family or multiple dwelling size - here they are with all due con- 
sideration given to transportation, (a boat is always a prerequisite), the harbor, ero- & 
sion, trade lanes, water, etc., waiting your decision to buy or rent. (Renting is re- 
commended before purchasing if possible.) South from northeast Canada, through the 
Gulf and up the West Coast, through the lake regions - this offers a chatty guide to 
waterbound real estate, appraised for the size of your pocketbook, your hobbies, the 
type of living you desire. Big islands lead to resorts and small island have their pro- 
blems of year-round or vacation living, as a business enterprise or a personal indul- 
gence. Prices, costs of building, this will give anyone a chance to contemplate their 
pioneering as a dream rather than a nightmare. An explicit bluebook for the Get Away 
From It All Club, which has a wonderful amount of escape fascination. (LC 53-7296) 


Landery, Charies Knopf 
WHISTLING FOR A WIND $4.00 


Once aboard the good (7?) ship Bessie- and there's no telling quite where you 
are, or might be. Such is the experience of the Captain, British Samuel Barclay, and 
the First (and only) Mate, the author, an American. How they talked of owning a sailing 
ship, how Sam, who painted, found her and what they went through with the refit leads up 
to all their troubles with the authorities since they had planned on trading in the 
Aegean islands - when they got there. Bessie, a “round little apple" of West England, 
proved matronly, tarry, salty and wooden on her way to Cyprus; she had an affinity for 
the "B's" (Bougie and Benghazi); she was unmannerly and persistent and a procrastinator; 
she did take them to The Rock, Malta and Sardinia and, finally, their desired port of 
Famagusta, where a lay-over readied them for their debut as merchant adventurers. But 
Levantine obstacles, troubles with cargo, export permits or refugee smuggling took up 
time and their departure for Rhodes, with passengers, proved that Bessie would have > 
nothing to do with power. And the necessity for the author's return to Canada drops the 
anchor on his association with an annoying, appealing and versonality-flaunting ketch. 
This for the spectator-sports, who can drift with a leisurely log and a roll call of 
unfamiliar ports and who like their small shipping personal and visual. Sketches by 
Samuel Barclay. (IC: 53-6865) 
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June 8 


Milosz, Czeslaw Knopf 
THE CAPTIVE MIND $3.50 


The “captive mind"- is primarily the intellectual mind in dissolution in the 
converted countries, or "the countries of the New Faith"- and this anatomy of mental, 
moral and spiritual deterioration- under the pressure of Russian terrorism and con- 
formism- derives from the experience of a Polish writer. Here is the satellite man 
in the satellite state; his fear of thinking for himself; his guilt; his distrust of 
the West (America- in that it is better perhaps to "deal with an intelligent devil 
than a good-natured idiot"); his behavior- which is always simulated; and the whole 
Marxian dialectical materialism which has achieved its mastery of the mind- rather 
than the emotions- and to which Christianity still offers a contradiction which can- 
not so easily be overcome... A high level perspective, which in its content and in 
its handling (the writing- or possibly the translation- is awkward) is unlikely to 
reach the general reader. (IC: 52-12209) 


Stackpole, Edouard A. Lippincott 
THE SEA-HUNTERS $7.50 


A native Nantucketer has written a stirring tribute to the New England whale- 
men who brought to consummation a thriving pioneer industry of international propor- 
tions which led them to explore uncharted seas. It is a tribute to which historians 
may “look for a full account of the development of American whaling from 1635 to 1835 
derived often from the documents of the whalemen themselves, and including the part 
the industry played during the Revolution and the war of 1812, the economics of the 
industry, and its pioneering. Those who love the lore of the sea or of New England 
will be engrossed with the many stories of exploration, of discoveries and tragedies 
on the sea routes which carried the brave whalers around Cape Horn and across the 
Pacific. There are the discoveries of the islands that dot the Pacific, of the last 
Bounty mutineer and his community on Pitcairn Island, that of Easter Island; atten- 
tion is given to the discovery of the Antarctic by Christopher Burdick, who for the 
first time is recognized as the discoverer. There is the terrible tale of the mu- 
tiny on the Globe the wreck of the Essex by the ramming of a great whale, and the 
aftermaths of such calamities at the hands of South Sea natives, of companions, or 
on the sea. The years of final thriving in mid-nineteenth century are acknowledged, 
but Arctic whaling in the main is not discussed. A fine and valuable book which, 
after a slow start, achieves an impressive quality. New England librarians will 
find it worth the cost. (LC: 52-13734) (Illustrated) 


June ll 


Swiggett, Howard | | Doubleday 
THE GREAT MAN $5.00 


This cannot be presented as just another biography of Washington,for it isn't 
really a biography at all. It is rather a synthesis of primary source material, con- 
temporary letters and papers not only of Washington himself but of various of his offi- 
cers, associates and contemporaries in the field of politics. Nobody could get much out 
of the book who did not start with a presumption of knowledge of the background of his- 
tory, the almost week by week progress of the war, the parts played by the people who 
come and go on the state here presented. The method of the author is quite different 
from the considered flow of narrative which made The Extraordinary Mr. Morris very good 
reading. This is, rather, a goldmine of revealing bits and pieces, which together- if 
one’ knows the basic outline- fit together to form a rounded portrait. Swiggett has 
taken only the years as Commander in Chief, when Washington faced and met and overcame 
the impossible combination of adverse circumstances and created an army and a command 
out of continually disintegrating bits. He has taken the relations with the French and 
fitted that into the jigsaw puzzle, He has taken the running battle with the powers 
behind the scene. He has taken the brief period of retirement. This adds up to valu- 
able contribution to a realistic portrait- but is not itself a biography. (LC: 53-5965) 
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June_11 
Gibson, Walter Houghton, Mifflin 


THE BOAT $2 00 4C «€ - 


An account of human endurance and survival reduces this narrative of an ordeal 
to the bare- and brute- facts which have a certain appalling sensationalism. For Gibson, 
who was aboard the Dutch ship Rooseboom which was torpedoed on its way out of Malaya, was 
one of 135 survivors who took off in a lifeboat built to hold 28 which was adrift for 
four weeks before it hit an island reef. By this time, only Gibson, a Chinese girl and 
two crazed Japanese sailors were aboard, and in the interim it traces the sickening 
spiral of deterioration in which minds crack before the body, and in which murder and 
suicide and cannibalism write a finish to human suffering where starvation, thirst and 
the constant glaze of the sun destroys with a relentless monotony and intensity.... A 
slim (and it's probably just as well) chronicle- to which a brief account of a previous 
jungle escape is appended. (LC 53-5112) 


Rively, William E.,S. J. Rinehart 
THE STORY OF THE ROMANCE $3.50 


This is the story of a boat and how a Jesuit missionary dreamed of her, begged 
for her, found her, bought her, outfitted and manned her and sailed her from San Fran- 
cisco to his field of labor in the Micronesian Islands around Truk. The experience of 
riding out a typhoon in an outrigger canoe convinced Father Rively that if he were to 
make his missionary journeys about those islands, he must have a sturdier craft, and 
preferably a sailing vessel with an auxiliary engine. A providential operation sent him 
back to the States where he could raise the money, and find out what kind of craft was 
suitable and available. The Romance, a China built brigantine was his choice and every 
page of the book speaks of the pride and satisfaction the author has in this vessel. No 
details are spared in telling of the purchase, outfitting and manning of the Romance-nor 
of its voyage to Honolulu and thence via Likiep, Kwajalein, the Caroline Islands to Truk. 
The book is somewhat reminiscent of fon Tiki but although it is interestingly written, it 
lacks the adventuresome and unique features that made that story a best seller. After 
ail, plenty of people have bought a boat and sailed the Pacific ocean. One can under- 
stand how romantic the Romance ig to the author, but questions whether every reader will 
find it so. A Catholic market is assured for a unique missionary adventure tale. (LC52-14192) 


June 12 1G 


Renaud, Georges & Simon & Schuster 
Kahn, Victor THE ART OF CHECKMATE $3.95 


The French experts and champions of the chessboard respectively in 1923 and 
1934 here present a text for the average player with an eye to ending the game of kings 
meatly. Part one considers picturesque mates; the longer part two considers typical 
mates. The book brims with diagrams and includes problem quizzes which are worked out 
at the end of the book. Heady with the names of the great masters and their solutions 
and innovations, full of opportunities for player participation, this should appeal to 
those devoted to the game-surprisingly enough, a steady and growing market. Translated 
from the French by W. J. Taylor. 2G 


June 3 


Murphy, Gardner Basic Books 
IN THE MINDS OF MEN $4.50 


A humane handling of the findings of the head of a UNESCO sponsored commission 
which investigated the sources of "social tensions” in India. Its immediate scope is c. 
India, of course, but it provides a blueprint for any country which wishes to combat the 
prejudices and hatreds which make for inefficiency and misery within its borders. India's 
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culture, religions, institutions, family and village of structure, castes, all con- 
tribute to the complex of Indian society which is clarified for the Western reader. 
And certain conclusions reached are: that Indian children are more secure- even in 
dire poverty- than children of the West; that the age of conflict is in adolescence 
when so many Indian children must decide whether they will stay within the family com- 
mune or strike out for themselves as individuals in the Western sense; that India re- 
sents America, fearing a duplication of English imperialism; that it wishes to take the 
best of American mores without being tainted by a loss of spirituality which it de- 
plores in our culture; and that we have much to learn of dignity, spiritual resource- 
fulness and patience from the Indian way of life. A thoughtful, adult book, with many 
implications which are political as well as cultural. 


Two Mid-April Books for Late Report 


Runes, Dagobert D. Philosophical Library 
THE SOVIET IMPACT ON SOCIETY $3.75 


This book might be viewed more as a curiosity than a contemporary contribu- 
tion to the understanding of Soviet Russia, for the text was written by a German, a 
doctor of philosphy at the University of Vienna, a former director of the Institute 
for Advanced Education, some fifteen years ago, when the atmosphere was unfavorable to 
unduly prophetic and restrictive studies of the Soviet philosophy. Today, its interest 
lies in the accuracy of these predictions, incredibly close to what has actually taken 
place. He examines the Marxian ideology and claims that what Marx predicted for indus- 
trial democracy under capitalism has come about only under proletarian dictatorship. 
He shows how the Soviet is founded not on a heritage of the Czarist regime, but on the 
interim of the mildly liberal democratic government of Kerensky; how they wiped the 
slate clean of debt and in 20 years created a state of 2 million self satisfied bureau- 
crats, 170 million impoverished, enslaved laborers. He shows how respect for machinery 
took the place of respect for men. He examines the Soviet hierarchy, the building of 
the Stalin godship, the travesty of law and justice, the betrayal of labor, the crea- 
tion of a permanent emergency to strengthen the hands of the government exploiter. He 
saw- and this 15 years ago- the beginnings of the anti-semitism only now generally re- 
cognized. He shows how political duplicity is evident in the role of protector of 
suffering neighbors. He examines a closeup of what happened in Hungary under Bela Kun, 
in China under Borodin- and the short term fiasco of the Free State of Bavaria. Stu- 
dents will find this interesting in close comparison with the new Magidoff The Kremlin 
vs. the People, coming May 28th (see report P. 248). The parallels between Magidoff's 
close-up report on what goes on today behind the iron curtain, and what Dr. Runes pre- 
dicted fifteen years ago are extraordinary. For the general reader, however, the 
Magidoff book has the advantage. (4/14) 


Goerlitz, Walter Frederick Praeger 
HISTORY OF THE GERMAN GENERAL STAFF $7 .50 


The work of a young German historian is here presented for American readers 
expertly translated and condensed by Brian Battershaw; it is a book of readability and 
stature which will attract professional and amateur strategists and those concerned 
with the making of group moralities, or with Germany past, present and future. As 
Walter Millis points out in his introduction, the first part of the book defines the 
social-economic (and one might add moral) background in which the known facts of the 
General Staff history were set, while the second reverses the procedure by detailing 
the unknown facts behind the known social-economic set-up in the Hitler era. Both are 
of value. In following the growth of the General Staff from its inception during the 
Thirty Years War through the years of military development based on a moral code which 
required devotion to sovereign and state and a concept of co-responsiblity in the wag- 
ing of war while keeping clear of politics, the reader can realize both the efficiency 
of the military system and the problem the staff faced in the rise of Hitler. One 
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gets a vigorous group portrait of the members of the General Staff and of its changes 
through that era. The conflict between code and conscience led Beck to head the protest 
against embarking on what seemed at the moment an impossible war- and in failing to 
achieve his aim, to his resignation. Halder prepared a coup which faded to nothingness 
when Hitler announced his meeting with Mussolini, Daladier and Chamberlain. These were 
the first of the resistances, which later included plans to reverse orders and march on 
Berlin instead of Paris; disagreements as to tactics and morals, especially on the Rus- 
sian front; the greatest fiasco of all in the attempt on Hitler's life engineered by 
Stauffenberg. The responses range from Jodl's to Beck's and one sees how each person- 
ality responds to the tests. The failure of the General Staff to stem the progress of 
Hitler's megalomania is integral to the record. Here too is the effort to wage war suc- 
cessfully once it was too late to turn back. The forces in the people and the country 
itself form a dim, unrealized background, and the figure of Hitler emerges as powerful 
enough to outweigh the Army. This is in essence an apologia for the General Staff, but 
is of importance today when the proposal to re-forma West German army under NATO is in 
the making. Well written. Readable. Illustrated. (IC 52-13106) (4/14) 


PLEASE NOTE THESE CHANGES IN TITLE, DATE AND PRICE 


Pa pe 


54 Humphrey, William- THE LAST HUSBAND- from 3/18 to 4/8 (Morrow) 
62 Michie, Allan A.- GOD SAVE THE QUEEN- from 4/8 to 4/28 (Sloane) 
63 “Yooldridge, Emily- THE WRECK OF “THE MAID OF ATHENS"- from 3/24 to 4/21 (Macmillan) 
80 Shute, Nevil- IN THE WET- from 4/29 to 4/30 (Morrow) 
96 Del Villar, M. & F.- WHERE THE STRANGE ROADS GO DOWN- from 4/8 to 4/21 (Macmillan) 
96 Lynd, Albert- QUACKERY IN THE PUBLIC SCHOOLS- postponed to 9/10 (Little, Brown) 
129 Estridge, Robin- THE OLIVE TREE- from 4/15 to 5/20 (Morrow) 
132 Heyer, G.- COTILLION- definite date 4/10 (Putnam) 
133 Levin, Dan- DREAM IN THE FLESH- definite date 4/17 (Putnam) 
146 Lieb & Baumgartner- THE PHILADELPHIA PHILLIES- definite date 4/13 (Putnam) 
146 Mishima, S. S.- THE BROADER WAY- definite date 3/16 (John Day) 
162 Cotterell, Geoffrey- WESTWARD THE SUN- postponed to 6/18. July Dual Book of the 
Month Club selection. (Lippincott) 
173 Horowitz, David- STATE IN THE MAKING- from 4/13 to 4/20 (Knopf) 
174 Despert. J. L., M.D.- CHILDREN OF DIVORCE- price from $3.00 to $3.50 (Doubleday) 
175 Marshall, S.L.A.- THE RIVER AND THE GAUNTLET- from 4/22 to 5/14 (Morrow) 
176 Nevins, Allan- STUDY IN POWER- from 4/27 to 5/7? (Scribner) 
177 Owens, William- SLAVE MUTINY- definite date 4/20 (John Day) 
194 Golden, Sylvia- NEIGHBORS NEEDN'T KNOW- from 4/28 to 5/19 (Macmillan) 
194 Valentine, Jo- THE TROUBLE IN THOR- from 4/27 to 5/25 (Coward-McCann) 
195 Charques, Dorothy- MEN LIKE SHADOWS- definite date 4/6 (Coward-McCann) 
196 Vercors- Title from THE SACRIFICE OF ABRAHAM to YOU SHALL KNOW THEM- date from 
5/19 to 6/22. July Dual Book of the Month Club selection. (Little, Brown) 
204 Feininger, Andreas- SUCCESSFUL PHOTOGRAPHY- postponed to 1/7/54 ‘eee, 
211 Rogers, A.- fd.- Title should be- HOW COME- erratum. (Doubleday 
213 Martin, Kingsley- HAROLD LASKI- definite date 5/15 (Viking) 
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\ CALENDAR OF WEW BOOKS FOR MAY 


GEE Geis aaa: cates Gia eae. 


CONTEMPORARY 


Derby, Mark THE BIG WATER (Viking) $3.00 
Lehmann, Rosamond THE ECHOING GROVE poor Brace) 3.95 
Kennedy, Mark THE PECKING ORDER (Appleton-Century-Crofts) 3.50 
Bissell, Richard 74 CENTS (Little, Brown) June Book of the 
_ Month Club dual selection. 3-50 
Godden, Rumer KINGFISHERS CATCH FIRE (Viking) June Book 
of the Month Club dual selection. 3.50 
-PICARESOUE, PERIOD, HISTORICAL 
Payne, Robert THE CHIEFTAIN (Prentice-Hall) 3.50 
Richter, Conrad THE LIGHT IN-THE FOREST (Knopf) 2.50 
Jennings, John ROGUE'S YARN (Little, Brown) 3.50 
Spinatelli, Carl J. THE FLORENTINE hia ncaa 3-95 
Waltari, Mika THE DARK ANGEL (Putnam) 3.75 
Kenyon, F. W. THE EMPEROR'S LADY (Crowell) June Literary 
Guild selection. 3.95 
Weinreb, Nathaniel THE BABYLONIANS (Doubleday) 3.95 
| THRILLERS 
Griswold, George | A CHECKMATE BY THE COLONEL (Dutton) 2.50 
Queen, Ellery THE SCARLET LETTERS (Little, Brown) 3.00 
Tey, Josephine THE SINGING SANDS (Macmillan) 2.75 
Rinehart, Mary R. THE FRIGHTENED WIFE (Rinehart) 3.00 
Macdonald, John R. MEET ME AT THE MORGUE (Knopf) 2.50 
Lockridge, F. & R. DEATH HAS A SMALL VOICE (Lippincott) 2.50 
NOOR ce Fb et ee 
INTERNATIONAL 
Rounds, Frank Jr. A WINDOW ON RED SQUARE (Houghton, Mifflin) 3.00 
Ebon, Martin MALENKOV (McGraw-Hill) 3.00 
Moraes, Frank MAO'S CHINA (Macmillan) 3-75 
Douglas, William 0. NORTH FROM MALAYA (Doubledey) 3 3-95 
Magidoff, Robert‘ | THE KREMLIN VS. THE PEOPLE (Doubleday) 3-50 
BIOGRAPHY 
Davidson, Angus MISS DOUGLAS OF NEW YORK (Viking) 3.75 
Cowles, Virginia | WINSTON CHURCHILL(Harper) | 5.00 
Carter, Hodding © WHERE MAIN STREET MEETS THE RIVER (Rinehart) 4.00 
Lane, Margaret THE BRONTE STORY (Duell, Sloan & Pearce) 5.00 
MISCELLANEOUS 
Highet, Gilbert PEOPLE, PLACES AND BOOKS (Oxford) 3-50 
Wechsberg, Joseph BLUE TROUT AND BLACK TRUFFLES (Knopf) 3°75 
Hill, Ralph N. SIDEWHEELER SAGA (Rinehart ) 5.00 
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